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To discuss:

• Statutory Facilitation Unit

• Works approval statistics and issues

• Contents of the new guidance and what 
is required of applicants 

• How applicants can help EPA (and 
themselves)

Purpose



SFU

• Part of Environmental Services directorate

• 21 staff

• “Better approvals faster”

• Confidence and 
Assurance

Statutory Facilitation Unit



Works approvals
• Numbers declining (GFC and increased 

exemptions)

• 2006/07 – 74 issued
2007/08 – 54 
2008/09 - 33

• Reduced processing time by ~1 month in past year

• Key sectors
- waste treatment
- electricity generators
- wastewater reuse
- site upgrades

Works Approval info



Permission to construct Issued by EPA 

Preventative Avoid retrofitting 

What are works approvals?



Based on potential environmental risk

Regulations – list the industries 

Act - describes the activities 

Who needs one?



Works Approvals Applications Vary

Community concern

Industry type

Size and cost of project

Complexity and issues

Location



Consistent with Policy

Will not cause pollution

Will not endanger health

Permitted by planning

Operator is fit and proper

Applicants need to demonstrate



Contents of Guidance

• The works approval process
1. Contacting EPA
2. Preparing your application
3. Lodging your application
4. EPA’s assessment process
5. The works approval

The new guidance and application forms



Application Form - Sections 1 to 8 (basic parts)
1. Applicant
2. Proposal

By completing sections 1 to 8 you will then be able to target and complete the 
relevant A to I sections where a more detailed description of the works and 
assessment of environmental impact is required.

3. Approvals

4. Environment and Community

5. Process and Best Practice

6. Resources

7. Emissions

8. Environmental Management

The new guidance and application forms



Application Form - Sections A to I (detailed parts)
Improving Resource Efficiency

A. Carbon

B. Water

C. Solid Waste

D. Prescribed Industrial Waste

Reducing Emission Impacts
E. Air

F. Water

G. Land and Groundwater

H. Noise

I. Environmental Management
- non-routine operations
- monitoring

The new guidance and application forms



Getting more from Works Approvals 

Reduce red tape
- clear guidance
- early discussions
- focus on key risks

Applicants 
- assess compliance
- involve community

Focus on:
- best practice
- resource efficiency 
- env risk assessment



Focus on key issues

Composting
- odour control best practice
- odour modelling

Power generation 
- energy efficiency
- resource use
- NOx emissions
- noise

Wastewater treatment
- best practice
- reuse opportunities 



What experiences have you had with works approvals?

Have you used the new guidance/ application form?

General questions/ discussion

Questions/ Discussion


